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i. The long-heralded and much advertised "winter offensive" of the French in 
Tonkin started 7 October 1927, and practically ceased by 19 November 1947. 
The purpose of this offensive was a double one: 


a, Political: The Hongkong conference between Bao Dai and "represen- 
tatives of all. Indochinese political parties" and French represen 
tatives in September 1947 was not a serious attempt to construct 
a new government. It was rather an effort to throw confusion and 
-dissension into the ranks of tie Vietnamese resistants, The next 
move in tnis political offensive was to be the military operation 
to display French military might, to terrorize and discourage the 
population of Tonkin, and to produce a popular desire for peace 

_ ab any price. The military operation was timed at this moment 

glso for another reason: it was the season of the rice narvest, 
which provided an opportunity for toe French to accomplish wide- 
spread destruction of the crops and to introduce the element of 
25X1X . famine inte the Viet Ninh areas. 


uma i b. Military: The avowed ailitary purpose was to encircle the Viet 
Nam Army and to capture the Viet Nam Government. If this should 
fail, the ainimam military objective would be to disorganize 
Viet Wan military resistance, to cut lines of coumunication, and 
to isolats Viet Nam military units from their headquarters, 


2, For this offensive, the French employed about 50,000 troops, or about one~ 

naif the total of their troops in Indochina. The forces which they eaployed 
included three infantry divisions, two thousand parachutists and some gun- 
boats (number unknown). The infantry units included the 43rd Regiment of 
Colonial Infantry and the 5th Moroccan Regiment. The names of the other 
unjts are not available. The parachutists were furnished aimest exclusively 
with Sritish souipment and were transported in Dakeia planec. Practically 
the whole of the French airforce in Indochina was used, The gunboats 
operated in the Red Eiver and the River Lo, especially,in the neighborhood 
of Viet Tri (105-25, 21-20). 


ae The offensive comuenced with parachute operations, preceded by regular 
french air-boabings of the cities involved. (These bombings were ccoducted 
without much imagination, and in fact took place daily for several days at 
exactly the sane nour. This fact enabled the Vietnamese to take reasonable 
safety precautions, and in at least one case (Cao Bang) to shoot down a 
French plane ane. ee October 7, sil eraipeliahig soized eae _ (105~45, 21-50) 
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and 3ae ‘an (105-50, 22-10), On etover SG, 1947, paracautists seized Cao sang 
(106-20, 22-40) and J:.0 Don (105=4U, 22-10). an idea of the scale ol tnese 
paracnute operation. way be ootained fro. tie fact tint in b.e seizure or Cao 
Bang, about five, huared perseiutists participated, .T.&y arrived in tuo waves, 
each consisting of thelva to fifteen Dakotas, eaci bukota containing. avout 
thenty pare chutists, -fter tne first wave was Landed, tue planes returned to 
Lane Son (lOo-45, 2—5U) ana pickea up tue persom.el to Lora tie vecoin wave, 
wher, they tren traruportes to Cao yang. fne secona wave arrived buree ours’ 
after tie first. (The two princdi:al air pases of tue Frenca in Tonkiu are 
flanoi and Lang von. Because of its geographical position, it was nutural for 
the French to use tie Lang con base for tis parachute operation. } 


(The Viet sam forcet made no atLemnt to resist tue French seizure of tnese points. 


Roth because of tii? prelininary bombing, and also through their own intelligeuce 
network, she Vietnimese were already aware of Frenci. intentions, and had alreaoy 
destroyed tiie cit.es in accord with tneir weli-known and thorougn—going 
"scorched earth" ‘technique, In the cise of Cao dang, tiey had clreauy renoved 
tie local governmzit (including documents, Fxecutive Com.ittecs, and uumini- 
strative aachiner ) to huoc Hai (106-10, 22-40). In their paracimte operations, 
the French sufrer:d considerable losses (no estisuste available), partly pe- 
cause of iusuffirient training. Tie viet haa vorces, suving retired fron the 
destroyed cities to the surrounding country, were aole partially to encircle 
tve French par: shutists; tney then engagea in numerous s.ccli attacks, und killed 
or cantured a .irge number of paractutists before the rrenc.. intuatry ala 
were able to e:rrive to relieve tiem, 


The French ir/ended to -erform their military encirclement of tue vist wan aray 
by meins of » preat nincers movement. ‘Tne firet arm of tne pincers was to 
proceed fros. Hoa Binh (105-25, 20-50) throug:: oon Tay (105-30, 21-15), viet Tri 
(105-25, 21-.0), and Tuyen -uang (105~15, 21-50) to Dai Tri (105-25, 22-15), 
leavin earrisons at all innortant points on tne way. (at this tise, Tuyen 
“uang, whi’ had forserly been tne seat oi part of tne Viet iuia Government, 

was wholiy lestroyed, and no loriger iad any specias significance.) This ana 
of the piers was supvorted oy tre Frenc.. gunvoats in tie hed hiver and tue 
River Lo, swelling the villares ano towns cloug the suore., Tue second arma 

of tie nncers was to proceed froa Lang oon t.urouga Cao Jang ana join tue 
first at Dai Toi. | 


The inentry operation aid not succeed according to expectations, «ined roucs,: 
sontincal Viet haw iteauud=run attacks, ana awbusnes, particusarly in nerron 
valiey, hamnered the advance of tiie tho arms of the ~incers., Tne lirst arn 
was sowed up b; this action and wa: final.y orought to & malt as a result of 

a vatile in early \ovenoer, on the road petween Tuyen uang and lai Thi, Tuis 
bati.e was. regardea ac 4 grcat victory 0; tue Vietnanese, ciu has oeen mucn 

cel :brated in their provugunda. oimilarly, the second urm of tie pisces &, 
naving-occupied Cao ganz ano relieved the remaining puraclutists holding it, 
wat halted in its advance from Cao Jang to Dui ‘fni. Tne result was tiat the 
twee arms of the nincers failed to join. a 


Tre. Vict Nam tactics whic: succeedea in preventing tne fre.uca tro. accauplisne= 
ing t.eir oojective ware the characteristic o.es: to destro, thr than de- 
fend threatened cities, to aliow t:.e rrenc:. to occupy the ruins, to avait 

~1.e emergence of French convoys from these new oases and taen to attuck tiem 

by ambush anc in narrow valieys, and at tre Saxe tine to multiply anu increase 
wuerriila ettacks in rear ouses (in this case, even vases as far to the rear as | 
Ranoi and Saigon). 


The French withdrawal vegan on 19 November, The first ara of tie pincers 
withdrew to Tu;en Cuang, and then split into two parts, of wiicn the first 
wit drew along t!.e road tarough Vict Tri and Vinh Yen (105-50, 21=20) to Hanoi, 
and te second withdrew via Thai Nguyen (1U5-50, 21-35) to sanoi, 
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been cumburea by S08 rraech £y NOVGavereTecevEer L940 ana Fere conse: jucibly 
unachbe to oceury beear shts bAQce Lecli, acbou.dy Succeed au: Sete EO — 
sheiy Froneh eamtars ds waned duraag oe perioo of tue rrcucn Ne dibes Sea ycs 
hese ministers dicivded Uy: Pme yhoug, oduister ob GO... UndCatL ois , cabal no 
or Liree other miaditvuure of viegen bdoberse — Tue ofsensive bec 4280 a badison 
in ibs objeet ve ai ancjretLi: a deShr oy 11g tiie. det ta AL EY « Bnd 
Vyene. UNIS JUG Licnved igs encarclea b/ tne - A TUNERS. HO VeseOuetey 

of the losses inflieved uron Lie miaitary of either cide ic avaiiaule. 
Lb saCie DP louse tial bne 


ast Late 
Honaver, pecause of tie sabure ot Oia . 
antual casualities inflicted oy bse rrenci on te Viet na. adilvary "ere | 

extrencly caitll., Prineipaliy, it wes the civiadan ponulatisa wale oul. ered, 


Rae wee : 
tie tbenbtluz, 


ay . 


ds Nevertheless, in a certain sense, t..@ rreuca atiber of. eusive" aohleveu ant 

gu .ctantial results, in the iiret -inee, it did dislocate te cou uilications 
qn coordination of % ¢ Viet wa Aray, ana uid isuiate @ nuioer o Ate units 
froa tieir veadcuarters, This success must ve consiaerea bem wrary, as tie 
Frenci. wibndrawai has permitted re-grouning. (On the debit sice from the 
French point of vies is tre fact tiat tie Vietna.ese captured a i convoys 
1 ereat amount of useful miterial, esreciaity vitusly-neruea sen.ciues.) In 
tie second nlace. tie «rene withdranal vas not CoEPLEGS, tei big AVE COU 
tinued to hold at erst one Lanortant noint captured curing bie WP ens.ve. 

S nasely, C.0 dang. 82: : . eee Sit, 

cas, This riace was in 5.e sorium of 1Y47 considered by tue vletnauese be v@ Linreg 
nacle, ond was presared as tieir Last strontold in cace oi continua; rreuc.. 


SB. cceu:. gS. 


25X1X MMMM «ote: «in a nolitical sense, tie accoxplisnments of tue "winver ol. enive" 
are more consider:ole. It .orced tie Vietnamese to continue ana to recaouvie 
thelr seorened earty poiiey, witi. its ablend ut asroas:ips, dislocations, wisery 
and bitbemese Jor tue civilian ponulation, it also inflictea directiy a 
erent anount of sufserdi:a: on t.¢ people, in miny Caves causing the massacre 2f tne 
ponuartions of » ole sis ages. reriaps woot inp ortant, 1 aestroyeu vot 
quantities of growing crops which were ready for .arvest, and proaucea a tureut 
of realiy serious ranine in tie Viet wainh ueas for te iret tine si.ice 1945. 
These acconnlishvents aave adued to bre warm.ecriuess ol tue peorse ang tenaea 
to discredit the Vit Minh as being the sole and ruu.ticui oustacle to ine 
restoration of peace. 


In bhe spring of 1947, it seemed certalu that tre vrencn would sooner or later 
be forced to negotiuta with tue Viet wiuh for tie reason toat, voluntarily 
or involuntarily, neariy the whole of tre population Supported the diet .iniis 
This basie sup: ort still exicts, out because of sme¢ricaa sup, ort of tie anbli= 
Cou unist elexents in crance, tie srench Covernuent has received soe noral 
encourazer.ént ia rezurd to ludooninga. Jb stil: recognises that negotiations 
mist ulti ately be hcidwith the viet Linh, but will not conauct tiem itseit. 
It will continue to try to enfeedle the Viet «inn (and che "Winter oi. eusive", 
4S iw% deen Bcen, aas nt without sone success di bids resrect), buen persdt 
its nun-et Juo Yai to negotiate with. the Viet dui, and, cineluy, assist Jao 
Dai to continue to enfeeble tne Viet Linh, 


Tt is nrobable that tue french «re now preparing to concentrate on Cocninchina 
in a somewhat sicilar sattern, with General iguyen van Auin prodaoly destined 
to vlay tie eventual role of negotiator wit. te Viet wii. ror Cochin China. 
Tice start of t.e Fienc) military ofveiive in Vochin China wili prooaoly. ve 
timed so as to rroduce t.@ groutest nos. iole cron destruction just prior to 

& € second rice-licrvest in \ay. 


on balance, ti.c"winter ofjensive” aust be considered a moderate succes. for 
Frenen imrerialisn. ) 
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